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SUBJECT* SE-U3* REACTIONS OF THE NON-COMMUNIST WORLD TO 

CURRENT COMMUNIST TACTICS 

(Draft for Board Consideration) 


THE FR0B35M 


To estimate the effects of current Communist 'speace* 9 tactics 
m the peoples and governments of the non-Cosaunist world, and the 
probable courses of action which the major non-Coomunist countries 
may pursue in response to those tactics • 


DISCUSSION 


1 0 The Communist shift to '’peace” tactics has been manifest 
for so brief a period that there is as yet little evidence on which 
to base an estimate of the effects upon the peoples and governments 
of the non«Coasaunist world. The initial public reactions range 
fresa hop© ful to guardedly optimistic^ while for the most part the 
reactions of garments and political leaders have been tentative 
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and cautious. Aw estimate of the eventual effects on the 
Gcamaunist world must therefore be provisional » 

a 0 The vulnerability of th© non-communist world to "pea©®* 
tactics has been acknowledged in previous estimates,, Cooceseions 
©n the BW issue sufficient to bring about an armistice in Korea, 
©cabined with min®' ocaaoessions elsewhere and a steady flm ®f 
propaganda gestures and statements, would be well calculated to play 
upon this vulnerability « The death of Stalin, an event long antici- 
pated in the West as likely to herald decisive changes in fBr@m5.in 
policy, to lend credibility to the new tactics. Moreover, 

Western governments are presently confronted with such problems as 
latent disagreements over possible IB measures to end the Korean 
wr 8 the stagnation of negotiations over the terms on which West 
Germany is to be admitted into the Western coalition, and econaaic 
strains attendant upon efforts to raise defense programs to higher 
levels, all of which would sake them responsive to any suggestion 
of a genuine moderation of the odd war. Th® racsaont is one, therefore, 
in which the response of Western governments and peoples to Kremlin 
©verturee might bo calculated to be the most favorable* 

3 0 The eventual reactions of nonOOTmist peoples and govern- 
TOt s will probably depend in large measure up« the manner of the 
US response to the new cmaunlst tactics. ShmM the US response 

• 2 


Approved For Release 2000/j 




SOI 01 1A001 00005001 4-9 






m mwi abroad as adasaantlj negative, there would tend to b» a 
decline in tho willingness of other states to follow OB leadership o 
If the OB scorned inclined to reduce its defense effort and it® aid - 
to its allies, the latter could he expected to mate similar and 
perhaps greater retrenchments . If, however, th® 05 attitude w&® 
thought to he one of willingness to negotiate while at the same tins 
net relaxing its military readiness and defensive posture, the non- 
Ccaoxnunist -world would be likely to continue responsive to 05 leader- 
ship, In this event, the chaoses of forestalling what is almost 
'certainly a primary aim of the «wr Gaaauniat tactics, to isolate the 
OS tro& its allies, would appear to 'be good, 

Kevorfchelesa, if an armistice in lores, does iwauLt; and if 
other conciliatory moves in Europe such as an end to the bammmmt 
of Berlin or an Austrian peace treaty, follow, th® gcsvernraente of 
Westers Europe which depend upon shifting parlian»nt«try asajoritios 
may imve inKreaaing difficulty in sustaining 'tbsir defence programs 
and in following OS leadership. The effectiveness of Goamuniat 
parties may increase as they develop united front tactics and seek 
to associate 'with themselves in °p©aoe f! fronts those non^crammist 
elements which are pacifist, hostile to the OB, or- opposed to tbs 
association of & re-armed West Germany with the West, The French 
gowr;<KS 3 ®nt would probably foe the most exposed in this respect, and 
in Italy the Do Gasperi government might b© so handicapped as to 
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6 0 B-otebly the most iacediate danger to the relations «f the 
? 3 K yrititi its allies would arise over such Issues as might bo raised 
in the Far East pursuant to an armistice to Korea » It i® possible 
that the OS might not Had ready support for its rlm& cm. a final 
political settlement in Korea, art the future of forsoea and the 
C hine se national GewersMent, on CoramuniBt Ghin&*s admission to t-h® 
M # and <m trad© with Coraounist China » If these issues remained 
unsettled while the Communist R peaee fl taotloe were continued, cr 
if they appeared to be a bar to the settlement of pressing Issue® 
elsewhere, the OS might find its leadership of the Tes tern coalition 
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8, If itrealln proposal* an disarmament ars included in the «rw 
tactics TO do not believe that they are likely to find a response 
in non-Ccsiaumiat ecantries or divide the Western allies anises and 
until settlements of the major political issues outstanding be* 

East and West imva been achieved » 

9. The abandonment fey ths Communist HU* of its agsressivo 

teotloa toward ths non-Cosmunirt world would probably have little 

effect in the HAH. East states, where ths fevortano. of the East- 

— struggle is overshadowed fey the more i»sdiat. problems posed 

ty the falestine dispute ami relation* wit!, the West. The 0s— I* 

shift in taction mold bo felt chiefly through changes which might 

eventually take place in the poiieieo of the BE and its Western 

.Hi., toward the Middle Baet slates. » any evant, it is unlikely 

that current saddle Easton, proUomo would be greatly aggravated or 
teol ^b — « ^ of the new Oosmunist 


10. some realignment of the poMeie. of member states in the 
m sould doubtless result from an easing of Eaet-Teat tenaiona. 

There would probably be an increasing tendency far smaller powers 
to act in consort against the larger, and closer alignment of the 

UMtotri Latin American Woos might be on. conswpwwe. Bdia 
would to likely to fool that its nautralist rWe had b«n vindiaatsd 
and might fee even lees dispel to associate iteeif with the Teat 
on future issues which might aria, between the Cormudet and non- 
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